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April 10th @ 7pm President’s Message: 
“If I had to equate “time” with a thing, the 
past would be Winter and the present 
would be Spring.” – David Aaron Jacobs 
 
My newsletters are always inspired by 
quotes, but this time, I created a quote 
inspired by my newsletter.  I believe to 
fully appreciate Spring, we must 
remember what we went through to 
finally greet it.  This is a theme of 
several topics I wish to share. 
 
At our April meeting, we will discuss the 
High & Sawyer Street park mentioned 
elsewhere in the newsletter.  FVNCA 
has not given up on the rehab of this 
paved lot.  Included in our vision for the 
future of this park is an opportunity to 
celebrate Ferry Village’s past.   
 
Likewise, the South Portland Historical 
Society is in a race against time to raise 
sufficient funds to purchase a historic 
building to house their archives.  I speak 
to their future visions to preserve the 
past on Page 2 of this newsletter.  
 
Past and future collided this winter for 
our Treasurer, Jen Kirk, and her family.  
Their home on Stanford St. caught fire.  
While no one was hurt, they lost many 
things to the fire including memorabilia. 
To help the Kirk family look towards the 
future, donations were sought from 
Ferry Village residents.  Over $500 was 
raised and the Kirk’s are very grateful for 
such thoughtful neighbors.  
 
Lastly, the Ferry Village Memorial Fund 
was created to honor longtime resident 
Beulah Swiger.  Children were her 
passion so the fund is intended to 
enhance the lives of those in the 
neighborhood.  At our April meeting, we 
will be awarding our first gift from this 
fund to two deserving Ferry Village 
children.  Please join us and help us 
honor our past and celebrate our future! 
 
Sincerely,  
David Jacobs – 2008 President 

Betsy Ross House – Meeting room 
99 Preble Street (Rear entrance on Henley Street) 
PLEASE DO NOT PARK IN RESIDENT PARKING LOT 

 
 
The meeting agenda includes: 
 
 

Guest Speaker – City Manager Jim Gailey 
 

Though he is South Portland’s new City Manager, Jim Gailey is not 
new to the city.  Jim has been a part of our municipal government for 
years as Community Planner, Director of the Community 
Development Block Grant program, and Assistant City Manager.  Jim 
will talk about his past municipal experiences, his plans in his newest 
role, and discuss some of the specific needs of Ferry Village.   
 
 

Rendering of High & Sawyer Park Completed 
 

As discussed at previous meetings, FVNCA submitted a grant request 
to the Community Development Block Grant Committee for the 
rehabilitation of the City-owned lot at the corner of Sawyer and High.  
The vision we presented was of an old-fashioned city park with an 
information kiosk, park benches, game table, lamp posts, and 
landscaping. The goal was to create a comfortable meeting place in 
the heart of the Village, 
an attractive entrance to 
the oldest neighborhood 
in the City, as well as a 
way to commemorate 
the role the Village 
played in the beginnings 
of South Portland.   
 
We will share this sketch 
with the CDBG committee once our meeting is scheduled to discuss 
our award for this park. View a larger version at April’s meeting.  

Sketch courtesy of C. Michael Lewis 

 
 

www.FerryVillageME.org 
 

Help us preserve our history:  We are looking for photos and stories 
to include in our archives on this website.  If you have anything you 
can share or let us scan / copy, please contact us.  Photos recently 
added to our website include two Front Street businesses: the staff of 
the Portland Copper & Tank Company courtesy of Walter Bell Jr. 
and the Seaboard Packing Company courtesy of Cora Simpson.  
Please visit our website and check out our “Photos” page.
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Other April 10th Meeting Agenda Items 
 

• Earth Day 2008 – SP Land Trust President Richard Rottkov will discuss 
citywide clean-up plans. 

• FVNCA position on PROP playground. 
• Ferry Village Memorial Fund activity. 
• FVNCA T-Shirt Sale – price reduced to $5.00 to benefit the FV Memorial Fund (see photos above) 
• Next Meeting – June 14th: Guest speakers – Fire Chief Kevin Guimond and Police Chief Ed Googins. 
 

Donation to the South Portland Historical Society 
 

At a special meeting called in March, the membership voted to put on 
April’s agenda a donation to the SPHS earmarked for their purchase of 
the Captain Nichols House (shown in photo to the right). SPHS hopes to 
purchase the building to make into their permanent home and archive 
museum.  A motion was made to vote on donating $275, however, 
member Tom Blake made a personal pledge for $25 to round up the 
donation to $300.  He requested that a call go out to all members to 
match his donation.  Please consider giving to this worthy cause. For 
more information, call Kathryn DiPhilippo at 767-3268 or email 
SPHistoricalSociety@maine.rr.com.   
 

Volunteer Opportunities 
 

FVNCA needs assistance with distribution of our newsletter, to serve on 
subcommittees, for Earth Day clean-up events, and to help with 
membership recruitment.  Please contact us if you are interested in helping 
make Ferry Village a better place to live, work, and play.  Thanks to Carol 
Campbell for the treats at the last meeting.  
 

Won’t You Join Your Neighborhood Organization?   
 

FVNCA family membership dues are only $5.00 a year and business 
dues are only $15. To become a member or to renew your membership, 
please fill out the form below and return to us.  Come meet your neighbors 
and learn more about your neighborhood!  Visit www.ferryvillageme.org for 
more information.  Businesses receive a free link on the FVNCA website with Google maps included!  Also, in every 
newsletter and at each meeting a Ferry Village business will be spotlighted.  Take the opportunity to tell your 
neighbors about your business and grow in the community.  For more info, email: info@ferryvillageme.org

2008 FVNCA Officers Contact Info: 
 

David Jacobs, President 
Cell:  329-5005 
Email: davidjacobs@mindspring.com
 

Derek Walker, Vice President 
Email: dcwalker@maine.rr.com
 

Betsy Morrison, Secretary 
Email: havechef@gwi.net
 

Jennifer Kirk, Treasurer 
Email: jkirk@propeople.org
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Ferry Village Neighborhood Conservation Association 
MEMBERSHIP FORM 

Membership runs from September 1 to August 31.  Becoming a member guarantees continued delivery or 
E-mail of the FVNCA NEWSLETTER.  Please print clearly. 
 

Please check off ( )       Household Membership      Business Membership      Amount Enclosed:  $________ 
          New Membership    Renewal 
 

Name(s): ___________________________________________  Business Name _______________________________  
 
Address: ____________________________________________ Website: ____________________________________  
 
E-mail: ________________________________________  Phone: _____________________  Date: ________________ 
 
Make check payable to: Ferry Village Neighborhood Conservation Association (or FVNCA) 
Send to: Jennifer Kirk, 101 Stanford Street, So. Portland, ME  04106 
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